Dark clouds are running over our country in ways unprecedented since the founding of the Turkish Republic . . . external and wealthy forces, who don't want a strong and independent Turkey in the Middle East, who supported Àrst ASALA, and then PKK but yet who saw the Turkish people with the help of its army overcoming these threats, are this time trying to reinstate the Sharià. And because they know they cannot do this alone they are joining hands like they did when they were able to remove Articles 141, 142 and 163 of the Turkish Criminal Code. In order to realize their aim of dividing our country and building a state based on The dissolutions led to the creation of new parties that advocated similar causes under new names (Fazilet and DEP respectively). These parties were dissolved as well. At present, legal action is being prepared against yet new political parties that seem to voice and advocate the same views on said issues. The HEP and Refah decisions, analyzed in this article, were the Àrst substantive judicial steps into the ongoing struggle between Kemalism 5 and the perceived threats of politically 1 Social Democrat People's Party. 2 Case number: 1992/1 (Political Party Dissolution), Decision number: 1993/1, Decision date: 14 July 1993. 3 The idea of laicity (laiklik) here signiÀ es the supremacy and control of state over religion in the political sphere. It should be clearly distinguished from the idea of separation between state and religion commonly associated with secularism. 4 Case number: 1997/1 (Political Party Dissolution), Decision number: 1998/1, Decision date: 16 January 1998. 5 I do not mean to suggest a unitary, singular or monolitihic ideology in my deployment of such terms as 'Kemalism' or 'Kemalist ideology'. On the contrary, in relation especially to economic globalization and the socio-political developments of the last two decades, one can speak of a multiplicity of Kemalisms. My aim here is to examine precisely the ways in which social agents-such as the judiciary of the constitutional court-act in the name of Kemalism,and how they relate these actions to other sociopolitical phenomena.
